Developmental Patterns for
Different Ethno-Cultural Groups of
Children
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Hote: 'Recent immigrants' refers to landed immmigrants whao arrived in Canada within five years prior to a given census.
Sources: Statistics Canada, censuses of population, 1971 to 20048.
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Top 10 birthplaces of recent immigrants in Toronto, Montréal and Vancouver
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Immigration to British Columbia, by broad admission categories, 1980-2005
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Individuals who were first generation, either arrive
prior to 2001 or arrived in the last five year, and

% of population aged 25 to 54, showing immigrant and generational status,
Eritish Columbia, 20086
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Median earning gaps between recent immigrants &

Canadian-born were greater among the university ‘

Gap in median eamings of recent immigrants relative to Canadian-bom workers,
population aged 25 to 54 years old, 1980 to 2005
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Chinese languages and Punjabi were two of t
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Change in size for the 10 largest non-official mother tongue groups in the
CMA of Vancouver between 2001 and 2006
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* Chinese languages consists of the following languages: Mandarin, Cantonese, Hakka, Taiwanese, Chaochow (Teochow), Fukien and Shanghainese,
as well as a residual category (Chinese languages not otherwise specified)

Sources: Statistics Canada, censuses of population, 2001 and 2006.

34 Statistics Canada « Statistique Canada 2/24/2009




Children live in Neighborhoods




Number of Children per Wave

Wave 01 Wave 2 Year
1999- 2004- 2008-
2004 2007 2009

English 37,731 33,584 25,334
Cantonese 2,692 1,156 995
Punjabl 2,925 2,644 2,044



The Early Development Instrument-EDI

Social
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« Pattern of vulnerability on the EDI for Children
from different language groups suggests the
Influence of heritage cultures.

 Neighbourhood Characteristics influence EDI

vulnerability.
« SES, particularly poverty, increases neighbourhood EDI
vulnerability.

e Cultural concentration of neighbourhoods can be
protective for children of some cultural groups.



Percent Ever Vulnerable on EDI
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Cantonese
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LML Neighbourhood Vulnerability on EDI Domains

45 -

P 40 -

35 -

n 30 -

25 -

20 -

15 +

10 -

O -0V =03 —

by Language Groups

English Only

Bilingual Cantonese Bilingual
Cantonese Only Punjabi

Language Groups

Punjabi Only

Physical Domain
Social Domain
M Emotional Domain
Language & Cognitive Domain
Communication Domain



Children Live Iin Culture Rich
Neighborhoods
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Culture Matters

¢ Children living in homes that speak only their Heritage
language show some significant cultural patterning in
their vulnerability on the EDI Domains.

* Gender (female) and knowledge of the host language
are protective factors for children living in immigrant
families.

At the level of the child, cultural concentration interacts
with poverty to modify developmental vulnerabilities.




EDI Profiles for Cantonese &
Punjabi Children
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